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ACTS XIV. 23. 


And when they had ordained them 
Elders in every Church, and had 
prayed with Faſting, they commended 
' them to the Lo RD, on whom they 
believed. 


F we look into the Context, of 
which theſe Words are a Part, 
ve find the Apoſtles, Paul and 

Barnabas, preaching the Goſpel, 
and confirming it by Miracles at 
ww conium and Lyſtra, two Cities 

of the leſſer Aja. Having there made many 
Converts, they meant to gather them into a So- 
ciety, or Church, under the Conduct of a ſettled 
Miniſ-rf. This appears to have been their 
Deſign, if we may judge of it by their Practice 
in other Places: But being driven thence, by 
the envious perſecuting Fews, and idolatrous 
Gentiles, they flee to Derbe, another 

City of Lycaonia, and to the Regions round 
about; according to the Advice of our Saviour, 


* Matt. x. 23. 


B When 
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When they perſecute you in one City, fes e to 
another. About a Year after, they return back 
again to Lyſtra and Iconium, and to Autioch in 
dia, on their way to "Antioch in Syria 
whence they firſt ſet out on this tion about 
three Vears before, and whence had been 
recommended for it to the Grace of God; 
this Antioch being a kind of mother-church to 
the Gentile .Converts, as Feruſalem was to the 
Fewiſh ones. In theſe foreſaid Cities of Lycaonia, 
the Apoſtles employed their Time; Confirmi 
the Souls of the Diſciples, and exhorting th 
to continue ſtedfaſt in the Faith; declaring to 
them, that we muſt, through many Tribulations, 
of one kind or other, enter into the kingdom 
of God, And when they had ordained them Elders 
in every Church, and had prayed with Faſting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed. 1 
The Text contains the Hiſtory of a memo- 
rable inſtructive Fact; That the Apoſtles, the 
People concurring, ordain'd Miniſters to the ſe- 
veral Churches of Lyſtra, Iconium and Derbe. 
What ſort of Men they were whom the People 
choſe, and the Apoſtles ordained; and how this 
Exerciſe was performed, carried on, and con- 
cluded; Theſe are the Things here related. 
The following Obſervations ariſe out of them, 


worthy of our Regarde” As, 


I. That Particular Chriſtian Churches have 
Need of Particular ſtated Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters to preſide over them, and to ad- 
miniſter Divine Offices to them. 


— — — )— = 
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Adds xiv, 26. 
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II. That it belongs to ſuch Churches to chuſe 
their own Miniſters, or to conſent at leaſt 
_ Wnbreto,  _ "1 pr 

III. That the Paſtors of the Lok 's Churches, 

ſhould themſelves beBelievers in the LoR D. 
IV. That Miniſterial Ordination is neceſſary 
to the Miniſterial Office. | 
V. That this Ordination muſt be performed 
according to Scripture-Rule and Example, 
by Prayer, and Faſting ; and I add, by 
Impoſition of Hands. And. 
VI. the Recommending both Miniſters 
and People to the Lox b, on whom they 
believe, is an apt Concomitant or Con- 
cluſion of Ordination-Service, 


It would take up too much of your Time 
to handle theſe Obſervations at large: All I in- 
tend therefore is to touch them briefly, and then 
to improve them together at the Cloſe. 


I. Firſt then; Particular Chriſtian Churches 
have need of Particular ſtated Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters lo preſide over them, and to adminiſter 
Divine Offices to them. This is my firſt Ob- 
ſervation ; and it js pre- ſupposd or implied in 
the Text, as the Ground-work of all that follows 
and is declared therein. For the Election and 
Ordination of theſe Paſtors to their ſeveral Flocks, 
we can't ſuppoſe was done needleſly: No; We 
are certain that That could not be, But when 
I fay that Particular Chriſtian Churches, or So- 
cieties, have need of their Particular ſettled Paſ- 
tors and Minifters to preſide over them, and 
to adminiſter Divine Offices to them, the Queſ- 
tion is, How This is to be underſtood ? I an» 
ſwer, don't mean it in a rigorous univerſal 


B 2 Senſe. 
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Senſe. I don't mean ſuch an abſolute Neceſſity, 
or Need thereof, as that the People muſt neceſ- 
ſarily and eternally periſh without them, where 
they can't be had: No, That can't be infer'd 
from theſe Words; nor fairly, as I imagine, 
from any right Scheme of Principles whatever. 
That I think were carrying the Matter too high, 
and changing a conditional Neceſſity into an 
abſolute one. That were making Miniſters 
eſſentially and abſolutely neceſſary to the Deſigns 
of God and the Redeemer, the great and all- 
ſufficient Shepherd of Souls; yea, and to the 
Holy Spirit's Office and Works : None of which 
can be the Caſe here, God having no need of 
any of his Creatures; though, for his Honour, 
and their own and others Good, He is pleas'd 
to employ them. Some Men, bly, may 
be enlightened, converted, and ſaved by other 
Means, as by ſpecial outward Providences, or 
immediate gracious Aſſiſtances; but yet, whe- 
ther This be ſo or not; and if ſo, how oft again 
it is the Caſe with Any of thoſe People who are 


denied a Public Miniſtry, as I know not, I ſhall 


not take upon me poſitively to determine : Yet, 
conſidering the Perfections of God, the Suffer- 


ings and Love of Chriſt, his Relation and Com- 


paſſions to Mankind, and the extraordin 
Lights from Time to Time rais'd up — 
them, Here is ſome ground, methinks, to hope 
favourably concerning them. But in an Evan- 
geliz?d Country, as Ours, where the Goſpel is 
planted, and where a Regular, Authorized Mi- 
niſtry can be had, there, for the moſt part, it is 
unqueſtionably neceſſary to Mens Converſion 
and Salvation, as all other Divine Inſtitutions 
are neceſſary to their reſpective Ends. There 
for Men to deny, deſert, or even make "oe of 

Tl 
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the Miniſtry, What good Thing can we hope 
concerning them? On the contrary, What 
Guilt do they not contract? What Wickedneſs 
do they not commit? How do they riſe up in 
Rebellion againſt God? And, How cruel and 
inhuman are they to their own ſelves? If 
Actions have any » don't they vir- 
tually, and by all juſt equence, bla 

the God of Heaven? Don't they deſpiſe his 
Wiſdom and Counſel? Don't they oppoſe his 
ſupreme Authority? Don't they contemn, yea, 
even ſcorn his Love, Mercy, and Grace to 
Souls, whoſe Will it is, that, in order to our 
Happineſs in Him for ever hereafter, we ſhould 
worſhip Him now; and that we receive his 
Miniſters for our Guides and Inſtructors therein? 
Yea, Don't they bid open Defiance to his Power 
and Juſtice? How dangerous too, as well as 
black and atrocious, is their Crime! Surely, 
He that therein deſpiſes, deſpiſes not Man, but 
God; who will one Day ſhew Himſelf to be 
above all Irreverence and Contempt, 

But This is not all: Non't theſe Adverſaries 
to the Miniſtry ſlight moreover the dear Purchaſe 
and Gifts of Chriſt, whom God commands them 
to honour? Beſides his Royal Charter, and 
Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, * to go and preach 
the Goſpel all the World over, the laſt A& 
He did upon Earth ; when He aſcended up on 
high, to ſhew how much he had the Work at 
heart, He gave Gifts unto Men. Do you know 
what were thoſe Gifts? Why, Miniſters of 
ſeveral Sorts; ſome extraordinary and tem 
= as Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts ; 
an thers ordinary and ſucceſſively perpetual, 


© 1 Tbeſſ. iv. 8, 4 Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 
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as Paſtors and Teachers, To what End ? Why, 
All of them for the Perfecting of the aint: ; ; 
fer the Work of the Miniſtry; {or the Edifying 
of the Body of Chriſt, in Knowledge, Holinels, 


and Comfort. How long to continue ? Why, 


as long as the World laſts: T we All come into 
the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
and Acknowledgment of the Son of God; unto 
Perfelt Manhood, unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt *. Therefore to 
Night the Miniſtry, what is it but to flight our 
own Neceſſities and Mercies ? Have the Ig- 
norant and Erroneous no Need of Teachers? 
The Careleſs, no Need of Watchmen? The 
Secure and Impenitent, no Need of Monitors ? 


And the Dejected, no Need of. Comforters ? 


Have the Sheep and Lambs no Nerd of Care 
and Feeding? And the whole Flock amongft 

rie vous Wolves, have they no Need of Shep- 
a to defend and guard them *? Yea, All 


the utmoſt Need. Who ſhall diſciple and ini- 


tiate us into the Church by Baptiſm, but Mi- 
niſters :? Who hall ſhew «s the May of Life 
and Salvation by Chriſt, but theſe Servants of 
the moſt high G? Who ſhall teach us to un- 


. derſtand and obſerve all Things which Chriſt 


has commanded us, but Miniſters, who have 
his ſpecial Preſence and Commiſſion with them 
for thoſe Ends? Or, who fhall revive, im- 
pee and inculcate the Principles and Duties of 
hriſtianity, before known and preach'd unto us ? 
Muſt they not be Miniſters"? Oh! powerful, 
deadly Diſeaſe of Sinners, that loaths the neceſ- 
fary Means of Cure! Oh! wretched, depraved 
Creatures, thus to flight their own Mercies ! 
e Eph. iv. 8. f Acts xx. 29. 5 Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. a 2 NM. i. 13. Ic 
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If the Houſe have no-Stewards, in their Lord's 
Abſence, Who ſhall rule and feed them that arg 
therein? If the Army have no Leaders, how 
ſball they march and fight the Enemy? If the 
Sick and Wounded have no Phyſicians, who 
ſhall heal them? Don't All need their Care 
and Help? Beſides ſolemn Inſtruction, have 
not all Chriſtians Need of Patterns of Holy 
Wiſdom, Diligence, Faithfulneſs and Courage 
in the Chriſtian Life ? And Need of the Pray- 
ers, Succours and Supports of Miniſters, on 
a Sick and Dying Bed? Oh! Who ſo welcome 
to them then, as faithful, godly Miniſters ? 
Who then does not clearly ſee the great Benefit, 
Mercy, and Neceſſity of Miniſters, to all theſe 
Ends; and conſequently of a Stated Miniſtry, 
to Particular Chriſtian Churches and Paſtors ? 
For if Theſe are the Ends of the Miniſtry to 
Souls, certain it is, that they are better pro- 
ſecuted and attained by a Stated Miniſtry, re- 
ſiding and labouring ſtatedly amongſt a People, 
than by any tranſient Occaſional Helps, how 
valuable ſoever. If ſuch ix d Paſtors to the ſe- 
veral Churches were neceſſary in the early Ages 
of Chriſtianity, while they had ſuch Extraor- 
dinary Miniſters, as Apoſtles, Prophets, Evan- 
geliſts, with their extraordinary Gifts, are they 
not neceſſary now that thoſe Extraordinary Offi- 
cers and Gifts are ceaſed ? Surely, much more 
neceſſary. | 

The Age we live in is None of the moſt 
favourable to Miniſters. With Some we are 
deem'd an Unneceſſary Order; with Some, 
an Evil; and with Others, a Pernicious One. 
But This we are no way ſurprized at. Men of 
debauched Principles and Lives, Men that are 
againſt Chriſtianity, and None but ſuch are 
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* it, it can't be thought will be for its 
iniſters, who are ſet for its Propagation and 
Defence. How can Men that hate and revile 
Chriſt, love and honour his Servants? *Tis not 
to be expected: He Himſelf tells us ſo. The 
Diſciple, ſays He", is not to expect to be above 
his Maſter, nor the Servant to be above bis 
Lord. *Tis enough for the Diſciple to be as bis 


Maſter, and for the Servant to be as his Lord. 
Men call the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, 


how much more will they call, or proportionably 
revile them of his Houſhold ? And that the Re- 
vilers of the Chriſtian Miniſtry are ſuch Men 
as Theſe I now ſpeak of, None can reaſonably 
doubt. Their own Tongues, and their own 
Works, openly proclaim. it. As you muſt 
ſometimes have fallen into their Company, 
I appeal to your ſelves, if they be not of this 
Stamp. Are they Men of wiſer Heads, and 
abler Parts? Men of more ſerious, holy, hea- 
venly Diſpoſitions and Affections? Do you 
find them greater Lovers of Truth, and more 
impartial in the Search of it? More ſober, 
more charitable, more ſelf-denying, and tem- 
perate in all Things, than Others, who, on 
Chriſtian Principles, eſteem and reverence the 
Miniſtry? Are they better Members of So- 
ciety? And, in a word, more eminent Pat- 
terns of Public and Private Virtue, than other 
Men? Or, Are they equally ſo? Is This, 
I fay, generally the Character of Thoſe who ſo 
rail at the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and endeavour its 
Extirpation ? Is it ſo here amongſt our ſelves ? 
Or in any other Place or Country ? I appre- 
hend, not. What then can they mean? What 
do they deſign? Wou'd they deprive us of 


* Matt. x. 24, 25. 
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thefe Helps, without giving us better? Is this 
reaſonable? Is this virtuous ? Is this bene- 
volent and chriſtian? What would become of 
Mankind ? What would become of the Church, 
were it not for the Miniftry? All over the 
World does not Chriſtianity, yea, common 
Morality, riſe or fall with the Miniſtry? It 
certainly does ſo. Witneſs the feveral Parts of 
Chriſtendom : Yea, witneſs, might I fay, even 
all other Countries. What is the Reafon ſo 
many Nations are Infidels, Mahometans, and 
Idolaters, but for want of Miniſters, to preach 
the Gofpel to them ?—— There being then ſuch 
Need of the Miniſtry, to inftru&t and reform 
Mankind ; to gather, increafe, and build up 
the Church of God; and ſuch Need of a ſtated 
Miniſtry to Particular Flocks, Admit we it. 
Why? Becauſe God, who beſt underſtands our 
Neceſſities, has, in his great Wiſdom, Mercy, 
and Goodneſs, as well as of his ſupreme Au- 
thority, enjoined and appointed it us, as He 
heretofore appointed the Prieſthood for the ſame 
Ends, to the Fewiſh Church. Yea, Admit 
we it; becauſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the High 
Prieſt and Head of his Church, purchas'd, con- 
fer'd, and continues it. And farther yet; Be- 
eauſe its Ends are neceſfary : And while the 
Neceflity and Work continue, ſhould not the 
Office and Work men continue? Still, Souls are 
born and bred in Darknefs, and how ſhall they 
be fav'd without Believing ? Or believe without 
Hearing? Or hear without Preaching i? Or 
we preach without ſending? For this is an 
Honour, Office and Work, that no Man takes 
to Himſelf, but He that is called of God, as 
was Aaron. Ye, prize we this Miniſtry 
+ Rom. x. 13, 14, 15. c * Heb. v. 4. 
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the Want of it, next to the Want of God's Holy 
Spirit and Word, being, of all National Judg- 
ments, the foreſt. Where no Viſion is, there or- 
dinarily ihe People periſh!, And moreover, be- 
cauſe flighting it, is not a ſingle, but a moſt 
complicated, heinous Sin, big with almoſt every 
Sin, as Ignorance, Infidelity, Pride, Malice, 
Diaboliſm, and what not? And becauſe fol- 
lowed with numberleſs Evils and Injuries to Per- 
ſons in this Life; to ſay nothing at this Time 
of thoſe ſtill heavier Ones in That to come. 
When the Fews went into Captivity, This was 
the very Cauſe : The Lord God of their Fathers 


fent to them by his Meſſengers, riſing up betimes, 


and ſending; becauſe He had Compaſſion on his 
People, and on bis Dwelling-place. But They 
mock*'d the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his 
Words, and miſuſed his Prophets; until the 
Wrath of the Lord roſe againſt his People, till 
there was no Remedy. And when they were 
quite cut off from the Church, and made Va- 
gabonds on the Earth, This was the very Cauſe. 
Theſe Jeus both killed the Lord Feſus, and their 
own Prophets, and have perſecuted us, ſay his 
Apoſtles: And they pleaſe not God, and are con- 
trary to all Men, who are not of their own 
Nation or Religion; forbidding us to ſpeak to 
the Gentiles, hat they might be ſaved, to fill up 
their Sin always, for the Wrath is come upon 
them to the uttermoſt ®. So wicked and dan- 
gerous a Thing is it to ſilence, abuſe, and per- 
ſecute God's Miniſters! And what ſhall I more 
ſay? This I will only add, That no poſſible 
Objection can be made to the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
which will not equally affect and exclude all 


| Prov. xxix. 18. m 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. 
2 1 Theſſ. ii. 15, 16. I 
| Me: ns 
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Means of Inſtruction and Reformation in the 
World: Yea, even Magiſtracy it ſelf ; for 
there are as evident Proofs in Scripture for a Mi- 
niſtry in the Church, as for Magiſtracy in the 
State; not to ſay, more ſo. On all theſe Ac- 
counts then ſhould we eſteem, prize, and rejoice 
in the Miniſtry. | | 

Having thus ſhewn the Neceſſity of the Chri- 
ſtian Miniſtry in general, and of a ſtated Chri- 
ſtian Miniſtry to Particular Chriſtian Societies, 
where it can be procured, I come now to 


II. My ſecond Obſervation from the Text; 
and That is This, namely : That it belongs to 
Particular Chriſtian Churches, or Societies, to 
chuſe their own Miniſters, or to conſent at leaſt 
thereto, This is Another Thing ſuggeſted to us 
in the Text. I collect it from the Uſe of the 
Word error, which fignifies the Peoples 
giving their Suffrage, Vote, and Conſent to 
a Thing, by holding up their Hands; as at the 
Choice of Magiſtrates, and in other Caſes, then 
and at this Day. This is the known Significa» 
tion of the Term. Sometimes indeed it is uſed 
for to conſtitute and appoint ; but That ſeems 
not to be the proper Senſe of the Word in this 
Place. The People having choſen their Elders 
by common Conſent; or the Apoſtles, by the 
Peoples Advice and Suffrage, having appointed 
them theſe Elders, they then recommended them 
by Faſting and Prayer to the Lord, on whom 
they believed. Thus ſome Verſions of good 
Authority render the Paſſage; and thus our own 
Tranſlators elſewhere render the fame Word, 
®* Choſen of the Churches, But not to reſt the 


8 Cr. viii. 19. 
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N Matter on a bare Criticiſm, which the Learned | 
| 'k may diſpute; We have - abundant other Evi- 
1 dence at hand to ſupport it. God's Law of 
3 Nature and Scripture, and the whole Conſent 
| f of: Churches, Fathers and Councils, are for 
ik Mens chuſing their own Miniſters, *Tis paſt 
| all Doubt, that the Firſt Church of Chriſt thus 
conctyr'd to the Choice of Matihias, to fill up 
the Place of Judas Iſcariot, after his ſhameful 
Treaſon and Death. For All the Diſciples, to 
| the Number of about one Hundred and Twenty, 
| met together to that End. And though God, | 
| by Lot, .choſe One of the two Candidates, it | 
| being his Prerogative to make Apoſtles, the | 
| Whole Church by Prayer requeſtcd it, and con- 
ſeated thereto ». Thus again; The Whole 
Multitude of the Diſciples, obſerving the par- 
ticular Qualifications there mentioned, choſe 
the Seven Deacons, and preſented them to the ] 
Apoſtles z © who, after Prayer to God to accept | 
and bleſs them, - laid Hands on them, to inveſt | 
them in their Office. It may be thought that 
| the Apoſtles, who had the Diſcerning of Spirits, | | 
5 and other extraordinary infallible Powers, mi 
thereby have impaſed Elders or Paſtors on t 
| Churches they gathered and viſited: But we 
| no where oe: * ever they did 8 | — jy | 
L contrary, They always appeal to eople, | 
ſolicitous of their Ap ne Fad | 
The Primitiye Churches always voluntarily, choſe 
5 their own Paſtors. This is fully demonſtrated 
|; by the Learned Author of The Wn into the 
Conſtitution aud Diſcipline f the Primitive 
Church, for the fit three. bundred Years after 
Chrift, There is moreover good Hiſtorical = | 


P Acts i. q Chap. yl, «0 
Evi- 
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wv —_— — Pn” ” 
— - - - - s © + 


of Mr. Howe and Mr. Murray. 13 


Evidence, that All the Churches made Expreſs 
Conſent neceſſary to the Choice of nog Y 
a thouſand Years after Chriſt 9, Tis a R 
This, inherent in the People, and onal 
them inviolably, till the Charch became 3 
rupted by Antichriſt, Tis a Right which God, 
for the Benefit of their Souls, has granted them : 
1 N which they can't warrantably give up 
e Hands of another; and in which None, 
that are uninſpired, can act ſo well for them, 
as They for themſelves. Is it to be imagined, 
that Any can herein judge better for them, than 
they for themſelves? When they hear, and ſee, 
and converſe with Miniſters, muſt not They 
beſt know whoſe Miniſtry is moſt powerful, 
moſt. divine, and edifying to their Souls? *Tis 
allowed them to chuſe their own Phyſician, and 
their own Lawyer, for their Bodies, and their 
Eſtates ; and Why not then their own Paſtor 
and Miniſter ? Gan there be any —_—— 
for the One, which holds not as 1 
Other? Many Things are hora pl om —— 
this Choice; bat 4 I apprehend, as OWe 
their Moment more to other Conſiderations, than 
the Reaſon and Righteouſneſs of the Caſe it ſelf, 
If Chriſtians have Skill and Ability to chuſe 
their Chief Shepherd, have they not ſufficient 
to chuſe their Subordinate Ones ? IF the Care 
of their Souls lies upon themſelves, and if they 
mult anſwer at the Bar of God for themſelves, 
and their Conduct herein, ſhould they not now 
chuſe for themſelves; in a Matter too of. ſuch 
infinite Conſequence to their own Wiſdom 
Piety and Salvation, as This confeſſedly is? 
And there being no Caſe in the World that they 


* Baxter's Defence of the Plea for Prace, John x, 
are 


14 A SERMON af the Ordination 


are ſo much concern'd to be careful in, will they 
not be careful to make a wiſe and a pious Choice ? 
Unqueſtionably. With what Face or Conſcience 
elſe ſhall they anſwer it? Nay, I do even af- 
firm it, That the Peoples Choice or Conſent is 
eſſentially neceſſary to the Paſtoral Relation, as 
the Conſent of both Parties is to the Marriage- 
Relation, As no Man can be the Member of 
a Paſtoral Church, without his own Conſent ; 
ſo neither can any Man be a Paſtor, or perform 
the Work of a Paſtor to a People, who do not 
voluntarily conſent and commit themſelves to 
his Paſtoral Inſpection and Conduct. Magi- 
ſtrates and Patrons may provide capable, worthy 
Miniſters, whence, as from a Seminary, Choice 
may be made; and they may alſo determine 
who ſhall enjoy the Public Places and Coun- 
tenance: But, to obtrude their own Choice on 
the Churches of Chriſt, contrary to their Judg- 
ment and Inclinations, That they may not law- 
fully do. The Ends of the Miniſtry, as Truth, 
Holineſs and Concord, on the Principles of 
Reaſon and Revelation, are moreover beſt an- 
ſwer' d by Miniſters freely choſen ; becauſe the 
People are then beſt diſpos'd to hear, obſerve, 
and obey them: And the End, it is allowed, 
ſhould always regulate the Means. Experience, 
I believe, ſhews too, that the moſt pious, moſt 
able and uſeful Miniſters, both in City and 
Country, are Thoſe who have been choſen by 
their People. Upon the whole Matter then; 
If the People or Church be capable of a free 
Choice : If God, and Reaſon, and Scripture 
give them this Right, by natural neceſſary Re- 
ſultancy, and expreſs Declaration: If All the 
Churches, conſtituted and guided by Scriptural, 
Apoſtolical Rules, heretofore always choſe, _ 

Q 
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do ſtill ſo chuſe their own Paſtors: If it be eſ- 
ſential to the Paſtoral Relation, and to the right 
Diſcharge of its Duties : And if no People, re- 

rdful of God, and their true ſpiritual, ever- 
aſting Intereſts, can give up this Right, nor 
None warrantably afſume and invade it: If 
theſe Things, I ſay, be ſo, as they certainly 
and immutably are; How ſtrong and obvious 
is the Conſequence, namely, That it belongs to 
Particular Chriſtian Churches, or Societies, to 
chuſe their own Paſtors, or to conſent at leaſt 
thereto ?— Thus, I hope, I have made good 
my ſecond Obſervation. Conſider we next, 


III. That the Paſtors of the Lord's Churches, 
ſhould themſelves be Believers in the Lord. 

This, fo far as it can be diſcovered, ſhould 
be the Character of Thoſe whom the People 
chuſe, and Miniſters ordain to the Sacred Office. 
You may be pleaſed to take Notice, that ſuch 
were Thoſe here in the Text. They believed on 
the Lord : That is, the Ordained Elders, in 
diſtinction from the Church or Diſciples to whom 
they were ordained; if we ſo underſtand the 
Words, as the Context and Conſtruction will 
warrant us, I think, to do. To believe, and 
to believe on the Lord, are Phraſes in the New 
Teſtament, ſignifying the Reception of the 
Goſpel ; Which at the firſt began to be ſpoken 
by the Lord Feſus, and was afterwards con- 
firmed to us by them that heard Him : God alſo 
benring them Witneſs, both with Signs and Won- 
ders, as He did to Moſes, delivering the Law to 
the Jews, and with divers Miracles and Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own Will *. 


t Heb. ii. 3. 4. 
1 And 


16 A Strmon af the Ordination 


And hence it is that Chriſtians are ſo generally 
term*d Believers, and the Faithful in Chriſt , 
and the Church the Houſbold of Faith *. The 
Character of thefe Church-Paſtors or Elders, 
according to this Interpretation of Believers in 
the Lord, muſt compriſe in it many Things; 
at the leaft thefe Four : That is to ſay, Sound 
Knowledge, Faith, Reſignation, and the out- 
ward, viſible Profeſſion and Propagation of 
Chriſtianity, to their Power, upon all Oc- 
caſions. | 

1. They were Men of ſound and competent 
Knowledge in Chriſtianity. They underftood 
its true Nature, Contents, and End; the Du- 
ties it injoins, and the powerful Motives that 
recommend the Practice of it, contained therein; 
the proper Methods too of promoting it; not 
by Fraud, Compulſion, and unintelligible im- 
plicit Faith, which can only make Men Hy- 
pocrites and Enthuſiaſts; no; but, as the Apo- 
ſtles declare, by Purity in the Profeſſors of it: 
By Knowledge and Acquaintance with it: By 
Long-ſuffering and Kindneſs, even towards the 
Enemies of it: By the Holy Ghoſt, that enlightens 
and ſanctifices Souls by it: By Love unfeigned, 
in all the Entertainers of it: By the Word of 
Truth, preach'd and proclaim'd: By the Power 
of God, ſupporting it; and by the Armour of 
Piety, - Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, on the Right 
Hand, and on the Left. Ta a Word, They 
underſtood, and were inſtructed in all _ 
neceſſary to the Chriſtian Name and Intereſt. 
This we may be certain of many Ways; and 
otherwiſe how could they teach it, and how 
dard they profeſs it? They could have no 


u 1 Tim. iv. 12. v Eph. i. 1. * Gal. vi. 10. 
Y 2 Cor. vi. 6, 7. - 
: Oun- 
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Foundation to build either of Theſe upon, All 
ſound Religion, like Light to the Eye, enter- 
ing the Soul by the Underſtanding. 

2. They were alſo Men of true and ſound 
Faith, in oppoſition to Infidelity and Hypo- 
criſy. As they knew, ſo they truly and ſin- 
cerely believed the Perſon calld Jeſus Chrift 
to be the Maſiab, or Son of God, {Our 8 
come into the World *. They ſincerely believed 
the Divinity of his Miſſion, Religion, and 
Goſpel ; led thereto by its powerful, abundant, 
convincing Evidences, to their Reaſon, Judg- 
ment and Senſes, and by the concurrent ef- 
fectual Operation of the Spirit of Jeſus upon 
their Hearts. For this Faith unto Salvation ig 
not of our ſelves: No; *Tis the Gift of God, 
This St. Paul expreſly tells us“. 

3. Another Thing included in the Character 
here given of theſe ordained Elders or Paſtors, 
and of the Eſſence of Faith, is their Reſigna- 
tion. They heartily and intirely reſign'd, ſub- 
jected, and conſecrated themſelves to God in the 
Lord; chuſing, loving, and confiding in Him 
with their whole Heatts, for Acceptance, Met 
and Salvation in the Goſpel-Method, againſt a 
Temptation and Oppoſition. And Fhis leads 
me to obſerve of them once more, | 

4. That this theit Faith, Subjection and De- 
votedneſs to God in Chriſt, they openly and 
ſolemnly profeſs'd *, publickly avowing and wor- 
ſhipping Him, and determin'd at all Events 
to ſpread his Religion, and to adhere to Him 
therein unto the Death, So were they faithful 
Men, in the complete Signification of the 
Word, as Chriſtlans, and as Miniſters of Chriſt; 

* John xi, 27. 7 Eph. ii. 8. d Rom: x. 
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as is noted before of Tychicus, Epaphras, and 
Others. | 

This now was the Spirit, This the Religion 
and Character of theſe Elders or Paſtors, whom 
the People choſe, and the Apoſtles ordained and 
ſet over them in the Lord: And This, to reflect 
a little thereon, muſt be the Spirit, Religion 
and Character of All that enter on the — 
Work of God, if they will therein be accept- 
able to God, and faithful to Men; if they will 
have Peace in their own Souls now, and Joy, 
and Peace, and Praiſe in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus, when this Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
The Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge ©, He 
ſhould be as a Light in a dark Place; as an 
Oracle, for the Inſtruction and Information of 
Others, in intricate, neceſſary Matters: Which 
pre-ſuppoſes in Him previous Underſtanding, 
Wiſdom, and Judgment ; for None can teach 
Things, which They have not before thoroughly 
— — and learnt. One of St. Paul's Cha- 
racters of a Biſnop or Paſtor in the Church of 
Chriſt, is, that He be apt, fit and able to teach 
Others ©, which therefore requires that He have 
Degrees of Knowledge above Thoſe who are 
to be taught by Him. And Miniſters, to teach 
juſtly and uſefully, muſt diſtinguiſh clearly, 
reaſon cloſely, exactly, and convincingly, and 
eng powerfully: But can This be done in 

atters where our Perception reaches not, or 
where it is comparatively indiſtinct, low and 
obſcure? Miniſters, to be pure from the Blood 
of all Men, muſt keep nothing back which is 
profitable to the People, but declare to them 
the whole Counſel of God ©; intire, uncorrupted 


© Mal. ii. 7. © 43 Tim. ii. $ 2 Tim. itt 2+ 
Ats xx. 20, 26, 27. ; 


Chri- 
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Chriſtianity. But can we fo declare it, if we 
are ignorant of Any Part thereof? Nothing 
leſs. To be able therefore to teach it, and ſo- 
lidly to maintain and defend it againſt Gain- 
ſayers, and to ſtop the Mouths of vain Talkers, 
and Deceivers of Mens Judgments *, the Bible 
to Miniſters ſhould be a delightful, familiar 
Book ; as the Statute-Book to Lawyers, and 
Nature to Phyſicians and Philoſophers. This 
Book of God ſhould not depart out of our Mouth, 
nor from before our Eyes, but we ſhould read 
and meditate therein, both Day and Night. 
Here is our Rule and Meſſage : Here our Au- 
thority and Commiſſion. Armed with Wiſdom 
and Arguments from this Store-houſe, we are 
to encounter all Satan's Artillery; to warn 
them that are Unruly, to comfort the Feeble- 
minded, to ſupport the Weak i, and to adapt our 
Selves and Labours to the different Capacities, 
State and Circumſtances of All and Each under 
our Care, for their Good *. But This can no 
more be done without conſiderable Degrees of 
Knowledge, than of Diſcretion and Induſtry. 
For the Honour of God's Truth then, for the 
Good of Others, and for our own Reputation, 
to /hew our ſelves Workmen that need not be 
aſhamed, muſt we divide the Word of Truth 
aright, giving Every One his Portion of Meat 
in due Seaſon ', as faithful and wiſe Stewards z 
and as the Diſſectors and Diſtributors of the 
ancient Fewiſh Sacrifices, to which the Word 
6)JoToj4gvrea. here * evidently relates. Further- 
more, Miniſters, to ſpeak the Things that be- 
come ſound Doctrine, muſt be Men of ſound, 


f Tit. i. 9, 10, 11. 1 Theſſ. v.14. 1 Cor. 
ix. [9 -— 23. | Luke xii, 41. * 2 Tim. 
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uncorrupt Judgments, in the grand indiſputable 
Truths 11 the Goſpel. This alle is here inti- 
mated .. Thoſe who are to guide Others, 
ſhould not be ignorant and uncertain of the Way 
themſelves. An Error in a private Chriſtian 
may ſeduce the Weak, but an Error in a Mi- 
| niſter much more. When Hymeneus and Phi- 
;f letus err'd concerning the Truth, ſaying, The 
"4 Refurrefion was already paſt, tbeir Word did 


175 eat as a Cancer, or Gangrene, and they over- 
[it threw the Faith of ſome ®. Thus again, as to 
| | the Buſineſs of Faith: As without ſound Know- 


1 ledge and Judgment we can have no right and 
19 ſound Faith * no Knowledge, how 1 
| and orthodox ſoever, will of it ſelf ſuffice us, 
| without this Faith. St. Paul requires that They 
1 who are entruſted with the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, be Faithful Men, rice n, "> Ark of 
| the Goſpel, as well as Men of Probity and Fi- 
| delity. Thus much the Greek Word denotes z 
} and in both theſe Senſes it is certainly intended, 

| where Paul, Timothy, Dychicus, and Epaphras, 
þ are ſaid to be faithful Miniſters * From his 
4 een Experience, Faith, and Conviction of 
| Heart, ſpake the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; 

; | according as it is written, I believed, and there- 
by fore have 1 ſpoten : And knowing, by Faith, 
1 the, Terrors of the Lord, we perſuade Men, 
| fays He, to make their Peace with Him. 
Various are the Conſiderations that render this 


I! Faith neceſſary to Miniſters above all. How 
i | elſe ſhall we ſeriouſly, zealouſly, and affection- 
Kt ately urge the Belief of the Goſpel on Others? 
| F How live the Divine Life? How endure Har- 


| „ Tie i. 9. H i. 7. m 2 Tim. it. 27, 18. 
"+ " a Fim ii. 2. 1 Tim. i. 12. 1 Cor. iv. 17. 
19 Eph. vi. 21. Col. i. 7. P 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
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dineſs, as good Soldiers of Jefus Chriſt? How 
ſhall we read, and ſtudy, and watch, and pray ? 
How withſtand, and conquer the Temper ? 
How perſevere in the conſtant, diligent Per- 
formance of our Miniſterial Courle and Warfare ? 
And derive from Chriſt, our Head, the Sup- 
plies neceſſary thereunto? And yet all This, 
with much more, is abſolutely required of us, 
if we would both ſave our ſelves, and them that 
hear us. But theſe are Works above the Power 
of every Principle, but a Divine Faith, As 
ſoon may an Image breathe, and a Carcaſe 
write, and ſpeak, and perform all the Actions 
of living, intelligent Agents, as we perform 
the Office of — Golpel-Minifters in the 
Lord, without this 8 comprehenſive Be- 
lief in Him. But theſe are Things ſo evident 
in themſelves, and ſo univerſally granted, that 
I thall no langer dilate upon them, but proceed 
to the Faurtb Obſervation from the Words: 
And it is This; 


IV. That Miniſterial Ordination is required 

to the Miuiſterial Office. 

For the better underſtanding of This Obſer- 
vation, conſider we briefty, What this Ordi- 
nation is Its Necefſuy ; and the Perſans who 
muſt adminiſter it. 

1. As to the Firſt of Theſe. By Ordination 
IT mean the Orderly Separating fach Men te 
the Miniſtry, as the Holy Ghoſt appears to us 
to call, This is unqueſtionably the 
Senſe of the Word. Thus to the Prophets and 
Teachers in the Church of Antioch tbe Holy Geil 
ſaid, * Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 


Ads xi. 1, 2. 
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Work of the Miniſtry amongſt the Gentiles, 
whereunto I have called them. *To ordain Mi- 
niſters, is to authorize, commiſſion and im- 
power them, in the Name of Chriſt, to go forth 


into all the World to preach the Goſpel to every 


human Creature under Heaven *, as they have 
Opportunity; haptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; making Men 
Chriſt's Diſciples, and teaching them to obſerve 
all Ty hings, whatſoever He has commanded 
them”. 

2. This Ordination, or Separation to the Mi- 
niſtry, is, we ſay, Neceſſary. To what Ends? 
For, whatever 1s neceſſary, 1s ſo to certain Ends. 
I anſwer, *Tis not neceſſary to make Men Mi- 
niſters, as Some teach; No, nothing like it: 
For Any, by Ordination or otherwiſe, to pre- 
tend to make Men Miniſters, whom the Holy 
Ghoſt by internal Aptitude and outward Call 
has not already made ſo, is as impoſſible in Fact, 


as it is abſurd and impious in the Pretenſion. 


Ordination, if you will till retain the Word 
make, makes Men Miniſters no otherwiſe than 
as Phyſicians make Phyſicians, and Philoſophers 
make Philoſophers, by Inſtruction and Inve- 
ſtiture. Ordination is no more than the ſolemn 
Introduction and Inveſtiture of the Duly Qua- 
lifed into the Miniſterial Office, by ſignificant, 
appointed Actions, in the Name and Authority 
of Chriſt. The Office and Power are effictently 
from Chriſt, the King and Head of his Church; 
Ordination, only the ſolemn, formal Delivery 
of it, by his Inſtruments :- As the Office of 
a Mayor, or Civil Magiſtrate, is from the 
King; the Electors nominating, appointing 


r Mark xvi. 15: Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
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and proclaiming this or that particular Perſon 
Mayor, only the inſtrumental, ſubordinate Ad- 
miſſion and Entrance of Him into the Office, 
according to the Royal ſtanding Law or Charter. 
To what Ends then is this Ordination neceſſary ? 
(I.) It is in ſome ſenſe neceſſary to the Publick 
Worſhip of God ; for were no Perſons ſet apart 
and appointed to guide and aſſiſt Men therein, 
*tis queſtionable, whether Any would ever pub- 
lickly worſhip Him at all? (2.) Ordination is 
neceſſary alſo to the Order of ſacred Admini- 
ſtrations ; and therefore ſo far neceſſary as Order, 
of which God is the Author, is neceſſary. 
(3.) Tis neceſſary as a Door to admit the Duly 
Qualified, and to exclude the contrary ; ſuch 
as 1gnorant, erroneous, confident Intruders. 
(4.) *Tis neceſſary, moreover, as a Means to 
point out and ſatisfy the Church, Who are duly 
authorized Miniſters, and to make their Com- 
miſſion and Office more evident, perfect, and 
indiſputable; as Inauguration and Coronation 
to Kings, and the Solemnization of Marriage 
to thoſe who by previous Contract are Huſband 
and Wife already. The Holy Ghoſt had before 
called Saul and Barnabas to the Work of the 
Miniſtry; but he will have them ſeparated and 
ſet apart by Men, before they enter upon it. 
5.) Ordination is neceſſary farther yet, as a 

eans to derive from Chriſt a Bleſſing on the 
Perſons and Labours of his Miniſters, and on 
the Flocks committed to their Charge. For 
theſe Ends therefore ſhould Order be ſought, 
and ſubmitted to, wherever it can . be had. 
But, 

3. The Neceſſity of Ordination allow'd, you 
will here aſk, perhaps, Who ſhall be the Or- 
dainers? And to This Inquiry I return this 

Anſwer ; 
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Anſwer: No Secular Perſon or Perſons, whe- 
ther Magiſtrates or People, though they deſire 
it, aſſiſt at it, and have an Intereſt in the Or- 
dain'd? Who then? Why, Miniſters, where 
they can be had: Duly Authoriz'd Miniſters, 
Ordain'd Miniſters, Paſtors and Preſbyters. 
Ordinis eft ordinare, ſays the Great Primate 
Uſer. The Judging of Mens Fitneſs to be 
ordain'd, and the Authoritative Inveſting them 
in the Sacred Office, is the Buſineſs and Work 
of Miniſters: Yea, may I not fay, even of 
Miniſters alone ; as the Adminiſtration of all 
Ordinances in the Church of Chriſt, ſolely and 
manifeſtly is. If our Rule for Ordination to 
the Miniſtry be the New Teſtament, as it un- 
doubtedly is, where is there any Direction, any 
Command, any Example of the Peoples Or- 
daining Miniſters? None that I have ever yet 
met with. The Conveyance of the Office to 
Others, is a Part of that Truſt by Chriſt com- 
mitted to Miniſters, in their Commiſſion *. 
'Tis a Duty all along enjoin'd them, and prac- 
tiſed only by them. San! and Barnabas, you 
have ſeen, were ordained, or folemnly ſeparated 
to the Miniſtry, amongſt the Gentile: And by 
whom? By certain Prophets and Teachers in 
the Church of Antioch ; as Simeon call'd Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, who had 
been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch o. 
Timothy was ordain'd; and by whom? 
the Preſbytery, or Bench of Elders . The 
Elders here in the Text were ordained by Paul 
and Barnabas. And to Timothy, Titus, and 
ſuch only as ſucceed them and the Apoſtles in 
the ordinary Standing Part of their Office, is 
t Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. Acts xili. 1, 2. 
I Tim. iv. 14. 
the 
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the 982 given, to commit the Office to faith 
Men, who Id be able to-teach Orbers 44675 
as is the Caution, to Jay Hands ſuddenly on #6 
Man v. Thus all through the whole New Te- 
ſtament we find Ordination to Eccleſiaſtical Of- 
fices adminiſtred by Eccleſiaſtical Officers, and 
by None but ſuch. | 
But it may here be demanded of us (till far- 
ther; Is it not the Pos, peculiar Right of Biſhops, 
to ordain to the Miniſtry? As to This J an- 
fer, That Biſhops ordain'd, both in the Apo- 
ſtles Time, and ſince. But then what fort of 
Biſhops were they? Why, the very ſame with 
Preſbyters, For in Scripture they are the ſame 
Kind of Officers, and not a diſtinct, ſpecifi 
Order; the One over ſingle Congregations, and 
the Other over many Hundreds of Churches, as 
our Modern Dioceſuns. No: For They are 
ſtibd promiſcuouſly Biſhops, and Elders, or 
Preſbyters *. The fame Deſcription is every 
where given of both: The fame Qualifications 
fequifed in both: And the ſame Work in the 
Church is affigned to both; as, to feed the Flock 
of God ; to rule it well; to take the Epiſcopate, 
or Overſight thereof, willingly . The ſame 
Powers, Honcur and Reward, are given and 
propos d to both. Theſe, All theſe therefore 
being the ſame, the Order and Office can't but 
be the ſame. Nor is there any clear Evidence 
in the whole New Teſtament of a Superior 
Standing Order of Miniſters, to That of Preſ- 
byters, or Paſtors of particular Congregattons. 
They, in ſhort, are rhe true, They the only 
Scriptuval Biſhops ; Theirs the Power of Or- 
dination, as well as of Adminiitring the Word 
* Tim. ii. 2. Y 1 Tim. v. 22. Tit. i. 5, 7. 
. is. . v. 17. 
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and Sacraments. How Any, that reads the 
New Teſtament impartially, can jon it, is 
ſomething wonderful. | 
For aſſiſting indeed the ſettled Paſtors in 
Straits, as in caſe of nece Abſence, and 
adviſing them in Matters of ſpecial Moment; 
for the ſpeedier Propagation of Chriſtianity 
round about them, and for a Seminary of Paſtors 
to future new Churches, or to ſucceed to the 
Deceas d: For theſe, and the like Reaſons, the 
Apoſtles ordain'd ſeveral Elders or Preſbyters 
in Every Chriſtian Church. And This is the 
Reaſon why we find ſo Many in the Churches 
of Feruſalem, Rome, Corinth, Antioch, Epheſus, 
Philippi, and here in the Text, For Order's 
ſake alſo, One of theſe Elders or Preſbyters, 
uſually the moſt venerable for Age, Learning 
and Piety, was, by the joint Counſel and Con- 
ſent of the Reſt, appointed to preſide in their 
Conſiſtories; as the Moderator of an Aſſembly, 
a Chairman in a Committee, or the Preſident of 
Colleges of Men, in the ſame Office, Him, 
it muſt be acknowledged, for Diſtinction's ſake, 
they honoured with the Appellation of Biſhop : 
But He was no more than the Senior Paſtor. of 
a particular Flock. Nor, for ſome Centuries, 
did Any of them affect the Pre-eminence over 
their Brethren ; till the Love of Eaſe and 
Worldly Grandeur prevailing over their Love 
and Care of the Church, they roſe up to the 
Heights of the preſent Roman Antichriſtian 
Uſurpation. But I here finiſh my Fourth 
Propoſition, That Miniſterial Ordination 1s ne- 
ceſſary to the Miniſterial Office; and proceed 
to conſider, 


V. In 


2 


of Mr. Howe and Mr. MuxkAx. 27 


V. In the Fifth Place, How this Ordination 
of Men to the Miniſtry is to be performed. 

Tis a Scriptural Inſtitution: Wherefore to 
render it complete and regular, it muſt be per- 
formed in the Scriptural Order and Method ; 
agreeadly, I mean, to Scriptural Authorities and 

amples, rather than according to Human 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons and Conſtitutions. By the 
Text, and other Paſſages to the fame Purpoſe, 
it appears to have been deem'd an Auful So- 
lemnity. The Apoſtles, who were the Or- 
dainers here, did not, we ſee, go about it as a 
trifling Matter, but upon mature Conſideration, 
and with a juſt Concern of Mind for the Honour 
of Chriſt, and the Comfort and Benefit of his 
Church. It was folemnized by Prayer, Faſting, 
and Impoſition of Hands on the Ordained. 
The Apoſtles ordained Elders in every Church, 
and Prayed with Faſting. They prayed to God 
in behalf of his Church, and of the Candidates 
to be ordained. They prayed ſuitably to the 
Nature of the Caſe, and the Intereſt of Each 
therein. Prayer to God is here very neceſſary; 
conjunct, importunate Prayer, I mean; both 
as it is an eſſential Part of Publick Worſhip, 
and the great ſanctifying Means of every Duty 
and Enjoyment'. And, Oh! What manner of 
Prayers, think ye, muſt Theſe be, which were 
offered to God by his inſpired Apoſtles, in an 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians, under the ſpecial In. 
fluence and Guidance of the Holy Spirit ; and 
e. ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, as to become a fit 

attern for all future Ages to obſerve and imi- 
tate! How apt! How ſerious! How fervent ! 


> z Tim. iv. 15. 


E 2 Ta 
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To give the greater Compoſure to their Minds, 
and Elevation as well as Ardor of Heart, to 
their Devotion, the Apoſtles and Candidates 
fefted alſa, as well as prayed, For This is the 
proper End of Faſting. This is that which 
renders it diyine and Feral. Therefore have 
we it fo alten joined with Prayer, Divers Ex- 
amply of which there are in Scripture, and Somg 
too on this Occaſion.. - As our Bleſſed Lord 
faſted forty Days and forty Nights, before He 
began his Pyblick hug BY ſo, before He 
choſe his twelve Apoſtles, He ſpent the whole | 
Night in Prayer to God", By Prayer the 1 
ſeyen Deacons were ordained e. By Praycr and | 
Faſting Paul and Barnabas, as has been for- 
| merly obſerved, were ſeparated to the Miniſtry 
[| among the G:atiles. The particular Rite or 
0 Symbol of Ordination te the Miniſtry, in the 


4 Apoſtolic Age, was the Impg/ition of Hands on 
. the Ordained; an ancient Ceremony, transferr'd 
$3 from the Fewifo to the Chriſtign Church, as you 


141 ſee in many Paſſages of the Old Teſtament. 
| Thus were the Apoſtles themſelves oxdaingd ta 
the foreſaid Miſſion. The Prophets and Teachers 
iu the Church of Antioch proyed, and laid their 
Hands on Saul and Barnabas. Thus alſo was 
Timothy ordained, by the Laying op of the Hands 
- of the Preſoyjery, or Elders of the Church *. 
So likewiſe is He directed by the Apoſtle to 
ordain others, 7. e. by ths Ceremony. Obſerve 
we farther, - That all this was done Pudlickly, 
in the Preſence of the Church; as Aaron, the 
Lord's High Pricſt, was conſecrated. in the 
Sight of all the Congregation. On à certain 
Lime, as toy miniſtred ta the Lard, and faſted ;. 
© Mat. iv. 2, 17. 4 Luke vi. 12. Adds vi. 6, 

Acts xiii. 3, s 1 Tim. v. 32. by 


Aerug- 
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AdTxpyirrev ging» Lale: While the Puh- 


by Service was performing, the Holy Ghoſt, 
Fug ſenſible Afatus gr Revelation tg the 
preſent, ſaid, Separate me Saul and 
doh 75 tbe Wark eunto I have pecu- 
larly called them : And, by All that appears, 
They did it at that Time, before the Aſſembly 
broke up. Why now, in this Method, con- 
formable. to theſe Inſtructions and Examples, 
do We at this Day ſeparate Men to the Mi- 
niſtry, to which, we 1 God has called them ; 
that is to ſay, by Faſting, and Prayer, and Im- 
poſition of Hands. Of the two Former of 
theſe, - Nothing more now needs be ſpoken, 
F. to the Latter, We ſtill retain and pr iſe it; 
ot as eſſential to Ordination, as 3 Sign is to 
a Sacrament, for Thoſe who ſcruple it are or- 
dained to the Miniſtry without it; as ſome have 
been by Letters, when abſent: Neither do We 
uſe it as intending to convey by it Any Extras 
ordinary Miraculous Gifts and wers, as here- 
tofore in the Apoſtolic Age ', for the Satiſ- 
faction and Ediication of the Church; Nor yet 
43 a viſible Sign of an inviſible ſaving Grace to 
the Qrdain'd : No; Theſe are Things which 
We none of us pretend to, as knowing them 
wholly beyond our Reach. We uſe it only as 
an apt Rite, or ſigaificant Sign of Perſons De- 
ſignation and Separation to the Lord in the Mi- 
niſterial Function; and to aſſure them that the 
Haud of the Lord is with them, to ſtrengthen, 
ay and guide them, in all they do in his 
ame, and by his Authority, fer bi Honour, 
aud the Good of his Church. This, for the 
greater Solemnity, and to further their Eſteem 


þ Acts xiii. 2, i Adts xix. 7. & Xzix. 6, 
. 


; 
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and Uſefulnefs, We do Publickly, before many 


Witneſſes, as the Apoſtle reminds Timothy * was 
done at his Ordination, And this is all We in- 


tend by it. Thus you ſee How the Ordination 


of Men to the Miniſtry is to be performed. 


I come now to the 


VI. Sixth and Laſt Head, in my propos'd 


Method of Handling this Text; which is to 
ſhew, That the Recommending both Miniſters 


and People to' the Lord, on whom they believe, 


7s an apt Concomitant, or Concluſion of an Or- 


dination 8 and Solemnity. When Paul 
ere had ordained them Elders 


and Barnabas 


in every Church, and had prayed with them to 
that End — What then? Why, they then com- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 
Who the Perſon here meant by the Lord is, 
I need not ſtay to tell you. You can't but know 
tis the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Lord and Saviour 
of his Church ; This being his Name frequently 
in the New Teſtament, with many ſingular em- 
phatical Attributes of Honour. He is the Lord; 
He the Perſon to whom we ſhould recommend 
Miniſters and their Flocks ; and for the follow. 
ing Reaſons, common to both, which I do but 
mention. Becauſe, (1.) In the Firſt Place, They 
are his Creation: For All Things were made by 
Him, and without Him was not «4 , any One 


Thing made that was made *, He is therefore 


their natural, rightful Lord. (2.) They are his 
Church and Purchaſe, bought with the Price of 
his own Blood ; by which He acquires a far- 
ther Title to them, and Intereſt in them : The 


Church of Gcd, which he hath purchaſed with 


5 2 Ppitt, 8. 2. % John i. z. 


bis 
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ts. own Blood. Moreover, (3.) He is their 
wy Truſtee and Guardian, the Chief Shep- 
rd and Biſhop of Souls. (4.) He is that 
Lord on whom they believe; into whoſe Faith 
they baptize, and were baptized ; whoſe Reli- 
gion they profeſs and teach ; and in whom they 
truly and finally truſt for Succour, Ac 
and Bleſſedneſs with God, both now and for 
ever. Farthermore, (5.) *Tis He alone who 
can effectually recommend them to God: For, 
ſays He, No Man comes to the Father, as his 
End, but by Me". And Laſtly, Becauſe the 
Work is maim'd, defective, and incomplete 
without it, For theſe, and the like Reaſons, 
ſhould We, at ſuch a Solemnity as this, in the 
moſt ſolemn, ſerious, and particular Manner, 
recommend them to the Lord, on whom they 
believe. This is to be done theſe two Ways 
viz, By Prayer, and by Benediction. 1. By 
Praying ſuitably to the Lord for them; and 
thereby, as far as we can do it, recommending, 
reſigning, and delivering them up into his Hands, 
to his Love, and Care, and Truſt, as a ſacred, 
precious Depaſitum, or Friend, which he will 
receive, watch over, and keep. So David e, 
and after him David's Son and Lord, expiring 
on the Croſs, commended his Spirit into his 
Father's Hands : Father, into thy Hands I 
commend my Spirit. So alſo dying Stephen af- 
terwards, in the ſame Language, did to Chriſt 9. 
Thus Believers under Perſecution for the Goſpel, 
are directed to commit, entruſt, and recom- 
mend the Keeping of their Souls to God in Well- 
doing, as to a faithful Creator”. Thus again 


| Acts xx. 28. m 1 Pet. ii. 25, u John xiv. 6. 

„ Pal. xxxi. 15, Luke xxiii. 46. Acts 
vil. 59. r 1 Pet. iv. 19. | 

; 2 Paul 
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Paul ind Barnabas, ſetting out hence on their 
Miniſtry to the Geniiles, were recommended by 
the Church 70 the Grace of God *, In like man- 
ner we have theſe two Apoſtles here recom- 
mending the. Elders, and the Churches where 
they ordained them, in Lyſtra, Iconium, and 
Auliocb, to the Lord, on Whom they believed, 

fays the Text. And to mention no more In- 
ſtances, Thus St. Paul, taking Leave of the 
Elders and Church of Epbeſus, commends them 
to God, and to the Word of his Grace*. 2. The 
Other Way, in which we Thould recommend 
Miniſters and their Flocks to the Lord, at this 
Time, is by Bleſing them in the Name of the 
Lord. We 4 ſs you in the Name of the Lord: 

The Blefing the 1 be upon you. Grace, 
Mercy 1 Peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be multiplied upon you. 
Fervent, united Prayers and Benedictions, in 
the Name, and by the Authority of Chriſt, 
have great Force, and will not fail of being 
fulfilled to ſuitable Receivers. This is a Truth 
we are well aſſured of, both by Scripture and 
Experience. But thus much on this Laff Ge- 
neral Point, and on the Doe#rina! Part of the 
Text; in which, notwithſtanding my labour'd 
Brevity, I have, I fear, held you too long. 
But to make Amends for That, I ſhall be the 
ſhorter i in what remains : Which! is now, 


Secondly, To improve theſe Things to our 
Uſe. And This ſhall be only in the * 
Inferences and 9 ions. As, 


Aa iv. 26, t Acts xx. 32. v Pfal. 
exxix. 8. | 


1. From 
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1. From what has now been diſcourſed, we 
learn the Wiſdom, Care, and Faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt Feſus, the Great Apoſtle and High-Prieſt 
of our Profeſſion ; and the Value too of Souls, 
in his Eſteem. How evident is This, in his 
mY ſucceſſive Stated Paſtors and Teachers 

r his Church, from Age to Age, after the 
Extraordinary Ones ceaſed ? For They are his 
Gift: This his Proviſion ; This one Character, 
in which, as Moſes, He is faithful in all his 
Houſe, to Him that appointed Him * : This the 
Effect of his Wiſdom, Grace, Fidelity and 
Care. Does not the ſame Proviſion demonſtrate 
alſo his high Value of Souls? How clearly, 
and abundantly ſo! Surely ſo wiſe a Being as 
He is, the Wiſdom of God it ſelf v, would not 
thus care, would not thus concern Himſelf about 
Trifles. No; That be far from Him. That 
no ways agrees to his Character: That no ways 
correſponds to his other Works and Ways. 
Obſerve we hence alſo, 

2. The Happineſs of Chriſtian Societies. 
And, may I not fay it of us Proteſtant Diſſenters 
in particnlar, who may freely chuſe our own 
Miniſters? Happy We, in this Reſpect: Be- 
cauſe, by this Liberty, We may exclude and 
reject ignorant, worldly, vicious Intruders and 
Hirelings, who regard not the Flock, and are 
incapable of the Shepherd's Office and Work. 
By the fame Means alſo we may chuſe able, 
and, as we truſt, holy, heavenly, faithful Paſ- 
tors; Men whom Chriſt has call'd, who a. 
turally care for our State *, and who will, at 
all Expence to themſelves, endeavours our Good. 


* Heb. iii. 1, 2. Y 1 Cor. i. 24. » Phil. 
NM. 20. | 
F And, 
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And, How deſirable is this Privilege! Prize 
we It: Contend we for it: Hold we it faſt, 
againſt all Incroachment and Invaſion. Happy 
Church! Happy Reformation ! Happy Age to 
Chriſtians, when the impoſing Spirit ſhall be 
intirely kill'd and caſt out! Oh! when ſhall 
it once be! But, 

3. Another Thing I would hence obſerve to 
you, as a Conſequence from the Premiſes, is 
the Validity of Preſbyterian-Ordination: Or, 
that Perſons ordain'd. by Preſbyters, are truly 
and regularly ordain'd. This is a Matter of the 
greater Moment, both to Our-ſelves, and to 
You to whom we miniſter, becauſe there are 
Some who ſtifly deny it, and confine the Mi- 
riſtry to Thoſe only, who have had a Prelate's 
Hand laid upon them. The Conſequence in- 
deed is fo far juſt, that if we are no regular 
Ordain'd Miniſters, then are We, as they now 
tax us, bold, preſumptuous Intruders into the 
Church of Chriſt, inſtead of true Chriſtian Mi- 
niſters. Then alſo might the Validity of our 
Miniſterial Acts be diſputed. But if we are 
ordained according to Scripture- Rule, by Faſt- 
ing, Prayer, and the Laying on of the Hands 
of the Preſbytery, after ſufficient Satisfaction 
firſt given of our Furniture and Call, to proper 
Judges; and This is always our Method: If 
thus we have a valid Licence and Commiſſion 
from Chriſt; Why then, I apprehend, Are 
They true Miniſters of Chriſt ? So are We: 
At leaſt ſo in his Eſteem, who ſhall judge both 
Us and Them. This fatisfies our own Con- 
ſciences: And This may very well, and I be- 
lieve generally does ſatisfy the Conſciences too 
of our People, concerning the Validity of our 
Adminiſtrations, that they are not Nullities. 
824 5 This 
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This will ſatisfy Chriſt at the laſt Day: Where- 
fore then ſhould Any conteſt, and condemn 
it now? 

4. In the Fourtb Place, Here is an Admo- 
nition to us Miniſters, who are ſet apart and 
intruſted with the Paſtoral Work and Charge, 
to be zealous, diligent, and faithful therein. 
Our Faithfulneſs includes ſuch Zeal and Di- 
ligence, that, after the Example of the great 
Apoſtle, we labour abundantly * ; ſpending Our- 
ſelves, and being ſpent in the Service of the 
Church, how difficult and coſtly ſoever. Oh! 
My Fathers and Brethren, How nearly does 
This concern us? How cogent and manifold 
are our Obligations to it! How ſhould thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle to the Elders of Epheſus, 
impreſs, affect, and excite Each of us! Take 
Heed unto Your-ſelves, and to All the Flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you Over- 
| ſeers, to feed the Church of God, which He has 
purchaſed with his own Blood. Is it poſſible 
Any of us can forget ſuch Words? They 
ſhould, methinks, be ever ſounding in our Ears, 
Still, Take Heed : Ever before our Eyes, in 
our Studies, in our Pulpits, and in the whole 
Courſe of our Miniſtry; and ever warm and 

netrating to our Hearts. Above all Men, it 
is not for Us to be irreverent, cold and careleſs, 
who are ſo near to a zealous God, who have 
received ſo high a Truſt in his Family, and 
who were, at our Separation to Him, ſo ſo- 
lemnly charged before God, and the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead 
at his Appearing, and his Kingdom, to be zealous, 
faithful, and conſtant in our Work ©. No! 


a 1 Cor, xv. 10. 2 Cor. xii..15. Acts xx. 28. 


© 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 
F 2 The 


rn * 
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The Conſequences thereof are too Great and 
Dreadful. How ſhall we anſwer it? What! 
Firſt loſe the Souls of our People, and then 
loſe our own? For This muſt be the Effect of 
Unfaithfulneſs. Oh tremendous Loſs! Oh moſt 
hideous, inſupportable Guilt! Woe, Woe to 
ſuch Miniſters. Better were it, as our Lord 
ſpake in the Caſe of Fudas *, Better were it for 


.them that they had never been born; or, as 


Fob wiſh'd of himſelf, had periſh'd as an bidden, 
untimely Birth *, Who can mention thoſe 
Things without Chilneſs and Horror? God 
grant this may never be the Caſe with Any 
of Us. To prevent it, Take we heed to Qur- 
ſelves. Take we heed allo to the Miniſtry we 


have received in the Lord, to fulfil it, in all 


its Parts, till we receive our Maſter's Diſcharge. 
This is his Exhortation and Command. Tho? 
our Work be great and arduous, and our Dil- 
couragements in it many and great, from our 
People, from our own ſelves, and ſurroundin 

Enemies; yet methinks it ſhould not a little 
animate us, to conſider that it is a Good *, an 
Honourable and a Glorious Work, which we 
are engaged in; and that God, our God, whoſe 
Work it is, is Himſelf alſo with us, for we are 
Workers together with Him, and will never, 
no never, never fail us nor forſake us, ſo long 
as we abide true to Him therein. He will 
enable thoſe He counts faithful, in the Miniſtry, 
Paul is an Inſtance and Witneſs for Him *. 
Look we then to Him. Look we to his Word, 
tor Light and Counſel; and to his exceedingly 
great and precious Fromiſes, for our Stay, and 


4 Mat. xvi. 24. Job fi. 16. Col. iv. 17, 
© Tim. iii. 1, Nin. i. 13. 


our 
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our Support. Our Sufficiency is of God, and 
his Grace is ſufficient for us, both in our Chri- 
ſtian and Miniſterial Warfare. Look we to 
that Crown of Glory that fades not away, which 
the Chief Shepherd at his Appearance will confer 
upon us *. It can't ſurely be, that we ſhould 
be ſcandalous, remiſs, or deſpondent, ſo long 
as we keep our Eyes intent thereon. On the 
contrary, What may we not do! What may 
we not ſuffer for Chriſt and Souls, thus ſup- 
ported and encouraged | Again, | 

5. Here's an Admonition alſo to our People; 
To you, Sirs, who chuſe and accept us for 
your Miniſters in the Lord, duly to conſider 
and regard us therein, Mutual Relations infer 
Mutual Duties. Wherefore, to ſpeak to you 
in the Words of the great Apoſtle, for I know 
none better, I beſeech you, Brethren, to know 
them who labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you, and to eſteem 
them very highly in Love for their Works ſake; 
and be at peace among your ſelves. * Acknow- 
« ledge, that is, their Office and Worth, and 
« your Obligations to them, that are truly called 
to be your Paſtors, or ſpiritual Guides and 
* Rulers, and labour among you in that Office, 
and warn and teach you: And as their Office 
is high, their Labour and your Benefit great, 
* Let them be greatly eſteemed by you, and 
* dearly loved for their Work's ſake. This 
* due Love and Submiſſion to them, and living 
in Peace among your ſelves, will make you 
© a happy Church.“ “ Obey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : 


i 2 Cor, xii. g. k 1 Pet. v. 4, 1 1 Theſſ. v. 
127 13. * Heb, xii. 17. 


I And 
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And very great and. peculiar Reaſon there is 
for it; For they watch for your Souls, as they 
that muſt give an Account ; that they may do it 
with Foy, and not with Grief; for That is un- 
profitable for you. It will go ill with you, if, 
whilſt we are endeavouring your Holineſs, Com- 
fort and Salvation, you deſpiſe, weaken, and 
diſcourage us, by any unchriſtian Principles 
and Practices. To conclude, 

6. Here is a Call to All of us, to join at 
this Time in Recommending theſe worthy Per- 
ſons before us, and their Flocks, to the Lord, 
on whom they believe. This you have heard 
is our Duty: And, to excite us to it, how 
many Arguments might I allege, and how long 
aptly inſiſt thereon? But I forbear ; and ſhall 
beg Leave only to remind you, that This is 
One great End of our Coming together at this 
Time: This one Eſſential Part of our Work, 
and That which muſt render the Memory of 
the Day fragrant to our Thoughts, whenever 
we ſeriouſly reflect thereon. Accept, O Lord, 
theſe thy Servants, we beſeech Thee, into thy 
Care and Protection. Accept the Surrender 
They now make of Themſelves, and which 
we All here make of them to Thee, for thy 
Miniſters, and thy Servants. Inſpire them with 
true Knowledge and Goodneſs, Let thy Wil- 
dom guide them into, and in all right Ways. 
Let thy Power ſtrengthen and defend them; 
and thy Word, thy Mercy and Love, for ever 
comfort, confirm and ſave them, and All Thoſe 
to whom they ſhall miniſter in thy Name. 
To the ſame great Ends alſo be with All who 
ſerve Thee with their Spirit, in Giipenting the 
Goſpel of thy Dear Son; with our ſeveral 
. Flocks, and with thy Catholic Church, = 
chasꝰ 
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chas'd with the Blood of God, whereſoever 
ſcatter'd abroad; Till we All come in the Unity 
of® the* Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Sou 
of God, unto per fen Manhood, unto the Meaſure 


of the Stature of.' the Fulneſs of Chriſt. Amen 


and- Amen, 


Thus much on this Subjekt, its Doctrinal 
Part and Application. 


Mr. 


— < Aa . = 


Mr. HO E's 
Confeſhon of Faith. 


Do, vinced by manifold, an kratiue 


Evidence, 


I. I believe that there is One only 
living and true God, poſſeſſing all 
natural and moral Attributes, Excellencies and 
Perfections; Self-exiſtent, Eternabh Independent; 
moſt Powerful, Wiſe, Good, 0 Happy; the 
Fountain-Cauſe, Root, and End of all other 
Beings, Material and Moral: Of Whom, thro' 
Whom, and to Whom, are all Things; To 
Whom be Glory for ever. 


IT. I believe that this ſame God, who made 
the Univerſe, does alſo, by a moſt wiſe, pow- 
erful, holy Wiſdom, Preſence and Providence, 
continually reſerve, inſpect, ſuſtain, and go- 
vern it; All the Motions of Natural, Neceſſary 
Agents; and all the Diſpoſitions, Deſigns, and 
Actions of Rational, Intelligent, Self- determi- 
ning Agents, Angels and Men; and all — 

an 
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and Events, how manifold, intricate and caſual 
ſoever, without impeaching his Goodnefs and 
Righteouſneſs, or any ways concurring. to the 
Sins of Any of his Creatures. | 


HI. I believe the Neceſlity of a Divine Re- 
velation, fully to illuminate Mankind in the 
Things of God, their Duty, and Felicity; and 
that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament, dictated by the Divine Spirit in 
Holy Men of old, and by certain infallible Tra- 
dition delivered down to us, on whom the Ends 
of the World are come, are fuch a Divine Re- 
velation; having all the Marks, external and 
internal, that can reaſonably be defired to aſ- 
certain it as ſuch, I believe, moreover, that 
theſe Scriptures are a full and perfect Rule of 
Faith and Manners, of Obedience and Worſhip; 
Profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
rection, for Inflruftion in Righteouſneſs; and able 
to make Men wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Chriſt Feſus *.' 


IV. According to the 9 Teſtimony, 
Doctrine, and Revelation, I believe that there 
are Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and that theſe 
Three are One, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in 
Power, and Glory. 


V. I believe that God created our firſt Pa- 
ents after his own Image, in Knowledge, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and true Holineſs; with ſufficient 
Light to know, and Power to have od 
and perſevered in all Duty and Obedience, 


* 2 Tim lu. 15, 16. 


G _ againſt 
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againſt all inward and outward Aſſaults and 
Temptations. That, in this happy State, God, 
who placed them in Paradiſe, was pleafed to 
enter into a Covenant of Life with them, re- 
quiring their univerſal Obedience, habitual and 
actual; forbidding them 'to eat of the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil, on Pain of 
Death to themſelves, and the Human Race de- 
ſcending from, and then reprefented by them. 
That they, by the Seduction of the Serpent, tranſ- 
greſſing his Laws, Natural and Poſitive, thereby 
loſt the Image and Favour of God, and ſubjected 
themſelves and their Off-ſpring to his threatned 
Curſe, to all Miſeries in this Life, to Death 
it ſelf, and to the Pains of Hell for ever. 


VI. I believe that God, of his unſearchable 
Wiſdom and exuberant Grace, Mercy and Com- 
paſſion to fallen Man, determined, appointed, 
and in the Fulnefs of Time ſent his only Son 
Jeſus Chriſt into the World (according to he 
Council of Peace betwixt them both) who in 
our Fleſh taught a holy Doctrine, confirmed 
it by Miracles; lived, and died for our Sins, 
according to the Scriptures, the Fuſt One for the 
Unjuſt, to bring us to Cod: And riſing from 
the Dead. 'the third Day, that He aſcended to, 
and ſat down on the Right Hand of the Throne 
of the Majeſty in the Heavens; Angels, Autho- 
rities and Powers, in Heaven and on Earth, 
being made ſubjeft to Him, the Head over all 
Things to the Church, to bring Men to true 
Religion, and thereby to God and Heaven, 
againſt Satan, the World, and the Fleſh. 


VII. I believe that Jeſus Chriſt, as the High- 
Prieſt, Lord, and Head of his Church, has ap- 
| 1 pointed 
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pointed a Miniſtry to continue in his Church to 
the End of the World; unto whom He has 
committed the Word of Reconciliation, and Ad. 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper ; the former of which as the 
Door of the viſible Church, to Believers and 
their Seed; and the latter as a Confirming Sign 
and Szal of his gracious Covenant with them, 


duly partaking thereof, 


VIII. Man being depraved, diſabled, and 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, I believe that no 
outward Means, nor inward Suaſion and Efforts, 
how great, and vigorous, and excellent ſoever, 
are of themſelves ſufficient to diveſt Him of 
the Habits of Sin, and recover Him to God 
and Holineſs, without a Supernatural, Almighty 
Grace, Succour, and Aſſiſtance, That which is 
born of the Fleſh, can be but Feb; That only 
is Spirit, which is born of the Spirit * : And 
that it is He alone who begins the good Work 
of Regeneration, who muſt carry jt on unto the 


Day of Feſus Chriſt *. 


IX. I believe, as the Immortality of the 
Soul, and a future State, ſo the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and its Re-union to the Soul by the 
Almighty Power of Chriſt at the Laſt Day, 
in order unto Judgment ; when, after a moſt 
exact and circumſtantial Trial, He will juſtify, 
acquit, and fave his righteous Servants z not for 
their own Works ſake, but of his Free Grace 
and Mercy, according to the Tenor and De- 
claration of his own Law of Grace : When alſa 
He will condemn the finally Wicked. To them 


ad Eph, Ul. 1. d John iii. 6. 2 IS Phil, 1. 6. 
G 2 wha 
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who by patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek 
for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, Eternal 
Life. But to them who are Contentious, and do 
not obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs 1 
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and An- 
guiſh, upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, 
of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile : For 
there is no Reſpect of Perſons with God, in his 
judicial Adminiſtrations %. Then ſhall the 
Wicked go away into everlaſting Puniſhment ; 
but the Rigbteougs into Life eternal © This 
Faith, once delivered to the Saints, I here own, 
avow, and declare my ſtedfait Belief of, in 
the Preſence of God, and Angels, and Men. 
Praying, Lord, increaſe my Faith, Help, Lord, 
againſt my Unbelief. 


Kom. ii. 6—12, © Mat. xxv. 46. 


Mr, 
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i 
Mr. M URRAT's 
Confeſſion of Faith. 


Ling on this Occafion calPd to give 
a Confeſſion of my Faith, I ſum it 
up briefly in the following Parti- 


culars, viz. 


j 


I. As I believe, and am fully convinced of 
the Being of a God ; ſo I believe that this God, 
to give ſuch a Knowledge of Himſelf as is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, did commit his Will to 
Writing, in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament z which I believe to be a perfect Rule 
of Faith and Practice, and the ſole Supreme, 
infallible Judge of religious Controverſy, to 
Men on Earth. To the Law, and to the Teſti- 


mony, lays the Prophet, if Men ſpeak not accord- 


ing to this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light 
in them *, 


II. I believe that there is One only living and 
true God, a moſt pure, ſpiritual Subſtance, _ 
Exiſtent, Infinite, 2 Independent, and 
Unchangeable in his Eſſence, and all his Attri- 
butes; the Fountain of all Excellence, Glory, 
Perfection and Bleſſedneſs, and the Prime Effi- 


2 Iſa. yüi. 20, ; 
Cent 
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cient Cauſe and End of all Things, I believe 

alſo the Unity and Trinity of the Godhead, as 

taught in Scripture. That here are Three who 

1 Rear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 

"and the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe Three are 
One s. 


III. I believe that God, who knows and de- 
termines every Thing, from the End to the Be- 
ginning, works All Things according to the Coun- 
fel of his own Will ", without being the Author 
of Sin, or any ways infringing the neceſſary Li- 
bertyof Moral Agents, their Deſigns and Actions. 


IV. I believe that God created all Things, 
viſible and inviſible, by the Word of his Al- 
mighty Power; eſtabliſhed the World by bis 
Wiſdom, and ſtretebed out the Heavens by his 
Diſcretion ': I believe that God created Man- 
kind upright * and happy, endued wich Under- 
ſtanding to comprehend every Thing neceſſary 
to their Well-being ; with Liberty to chuſe it, 
and to ſerve God, and acquieſce in Him, their 
Supreme. Lord, and Chiefeſt Good. In this 
State of Rectitude, over and above the Laws of 
Nature, they received a Poſitive Command, 
not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, upon the Pain of Death ; but being 

mutable, becauſe voluntary Agents, and deceiv'd 
by Satan, They by Tranſgreſſion fell from this 
upright, happy State, loſt the Divine Likeneſs 
and Favour, and became obnox1ous to his threat- 
ned Wrath and Curſe ; ſubjecting alſo their Po- 
ſterity thereto, then federally and ſeminally ex- 
iſtent in them. 


® 1 ſohn v. 7. .in. . 


& Fcclel. vii. 29. 1 
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V. I believe the Providence of God; that God 
who made, does alſo preſerve, ſuſtain, and go- 
vern All his Creatures, in their ſeveral Beings, 
Powers, and Capacities, to his own Glory, and 
his Peoples God. | LY : 


VI. I believe God /o loved the World, that 
He promis'd and gave his own and only begotten 
Son, that Whoſoever believes in him, might not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life '. That, pur- 
ſuant thereto, This promiſed, given Redeemer 
and Saviour, in the Fulneſs of Time, incarnate, 
and born in a low Condition, revealed God to 
Man, wrought many Miracles, fulfilled all Righ- 
teouſneſs, and died on the Croſs for our Sins, to 
aboliſh and put them away by the Sacrifice of 
Himſelf an. That He roſe again for our Fuſti- 
fication ", and is ſet down at the Right Hand of 
God; able to ſave to the uttermoſt All that come 
to God by him, ſeeing he ever lives to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us; ſtill continuing the ſupreme Pro- 
phet, Prieſt and King of his Church, to give 
them Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, and to 
complete the deep and gracious. Deſigns of his 
Mercy, and the Divine Counſel concerning them. 


VII. I believe that there is one Holy Catholic 
Church, containing in it All the true Children 
of God, whereſoever ſcattered abroad ; and that 
Chriſt Jeſus, for the gathering them into this 
Church, and building them up in Comfort and 
Holineſs, through Faith unto Salvation, beſides 
the Promiſe of his Grace, to work in us both to 
will and to do , has appointed an Holy Miniſtry 

! John iv. 16. * Heb. ix. 26. a Rom. iv. 25. 
? Heb. vii. 25. P Phil, ii. 13. 
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to preach the Word of God; to be inflant in Sea- 
fon, and out of Seaſon; to reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine o; 
and certain Ordinances, with two annexed ſig- 
nificant Signs and Seals, Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
— 2 the One to initiate Believers and their 
into this Church and Covenant, and the 
Other to confirm and eſtabliſh them therein. 


VIII. Lafthy, I believe the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the Reſurrection of the Body by Om- 
nipotent Power. I believe alſo a Solemn, Pub- 
lick, Univerſal Judgment of Angels and Men, 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at the Laſt Day; 
When He hall be revealed from Heaven, with 
his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Len- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Goſpel of Feſus Chrift : Who ſhall then 
be puniſhed with Everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his 
Power, when he fall come to be glorified in his 
Saints, and to be admired in All them that believe a. 
This, in ſhort, is the Confeſſion of my Faith: 
This the Faith I mean to teach; and to which, 
by Divine Aſſiſtance, I reſolve immoveably to 
adhere. 


P 2 Tim. iv. 2. * 2 Theſſ. i. 
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I. HE Apoſtolical Rule concerning the 

Ordination of Miniſters conſider'd, and 
recommended both to Miniſters and People; 
from 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no 
Man, neither be Partaker of other Mens Sins. 
Keep thy ſelf pure. 

II. The Doctrine of the Trinity, as it is con- 
tained in the Scriptures, explained and confirmed. 
By James Stoss, A. M. To which are an- 
nexed ſeveral Letters wrote to the Author re- 
lating to the ſame Subject, with his Anſwers. 

III. The True Narrative of the Caſe of 
Foſeph Rawſon, who was excommunicated by 
the Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters at 
Nottingham. By JAMES SLoss, A. M. 

IV. The Sovereignty and Wiſdom of God 
diſplay'd in the Afflictions of Men. To which 
are added, Some Sermons on the Nature of 
Church-Communion. : 

V. A View of the Covenant of Grace from 
the Sacred Records. To which is ſubjoined, 
A Memorial concerning Perſonal and Family 
Faſting and Humiliation. Preſented to Saints 
and Sinners, 

VI. Human Nature in its Four-fold State. 
In ſeveral Practical Diſcourſes. 

The above Three Books by the late Reverend 
Mr. THomMas Bos rox. 

VII. Georgii Buchanani Scoti Paraphraſis 
Pſalmorum Davidis Poetica, cum Notis Va- 
riorum. 

VIII. Ruddiman's Grammar of the Latin 
Tongue, with and without Notes; and his Ru- 
diments alſo of the ſaid Language. 
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